
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   APRIL 15, 2018 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 113 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, “mother nature” is what keeps me alive, and 
you are what makes me human.  I notice I am often so hurried 
that I do not perceive your invitations to a softer and more 
humane way of looking and living.  I notice I am often so 
harried that I am unable to respond to these invitations even in 
hindsight.  The pace of my life dulls my perception.  The chaos 
of other people’s lives numbs my enthusiasm for awareness.  I 
ask you to sustain my sensitivity to the many ways you 
encourage me to be open and receptive to your leading me 
toward the fullness of my human life. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 24:36b-48 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 114 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 122 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for April 22, 2018  
Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
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Third Sunday of Easter (Luke 24:36b-48) 
 
 The Christian religion is fundamentally a relationship with 
what is known as “the living God.”  We do not know what God 
is; we only know what God does, which is, basically, and 
essentially, interacting with us.  We have discussed this before 
by saying God initiates and cultivates “cognition.”  Cognition is 
defined as “the mental action or process of acquiring 
knowledge and understanding through thought, experience 
and the senses.”  Cognition includes awareness, perception, 
reasoning and judgment.  Cognitive processes use existing 
knowledge and generate new knowledge.  What God does in 
us involves the formation, supporting, nourishing and 
expansion of cognition. 
 There are a great many processes operating in us which do 
not involve cognition, which function automatically, or we 
might say mechanically, or we could even say instinctively.  As 
human beings we are maintained and sustained by these 
processes.  To me, the word God refers to what is beyond 
these.  God is a reality that is separate from us, and that 
interacts with us, a reality whose interactions with us make 
“human” the life these processes create and sustain for us.  
God’s ways of interacting with us induces humanness from the 
existence that our biological processes provide. 
 The practice of Christianity involves our being receptive to 
the specific, personal and intimate ways God stimulates our 
cognitive faculties, receptive to the ways God encourages and 
inspires our thinking, feeling, senses, perception, imagination 
and reasoning.  This practice of Christianity is something 
beyond obedience, ritual, routine, habit and duty.  It is an 
active dance, where we are led by “someone” responsive to 
us, who is intent on expanding our participation in our life. 

[Jim Robie, 4-13-18] 
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Third  Sunday  of Easter [Luke 24:36b-48] 
Easter has to be something we experience. If it isn’t, then I 

do not know what the stories, the Easter narratives, are talking 
about. Easter is the experience of our apprehending and 
comprehending that the work God does is irrepressible. The work 
God does is to bring each of us the fullest human life possible, and 
the realization that comes to us as “Easter” is that the work God 
does outlasts anything and everything we do to frustrate it and 
impede it.  The celebration of Easter gets sidetracked when we get 
caught up wondering about the credibility of Jesus’ corpse being 
resuscitated. This emphasis pulls us away from noticing how “life 
coming from death” works irrepressibly in us while we are 
breathing, which is the point of Easter.  However, it is easy to read 
this text and focus on Jesus’ corpse returning to life, and life after 
death referring to life after we stop breathing.  So, we will begin by 
addressing this issue. 

The writer of Luke’s Gospel goes to great lengths to make 
the case that following Jesus’ death, when he “stood among” his 
disciples, what the disciples “saw” was something substantive that 
interacted with them.  The Greek word translated as “saw/seeing” 
means “to be a spectator of, i.e.  discern, experience or 
acknowledge;” it is a word focusing on the one who is doing the 
seeing, not on what was seen.  The Greek word translated as 
“stood” is one that would be used to communicate that the 
disciples had been encountered by something of substance in that 
it was active toward them.  Whatever the disciples discerned, it 
engaged them.  The writer makes the point that what the disciples 
encountered was not a ghost.  That is a strange English translation 
of a Greek word which is otherwise translated as “spirit.” This word 
refers to the “vital principle” of someone; it is a word we often 
render as a person’s “frame of mind or mental disposition,” 
referring to that about a person which makes them what/who they 
are.  I think the writer of Luke was describing the Easter experience 
as an encounter with something that actively engaged the 
disciples, something the disciples experienced in the sense of 
discerning it as a reality which was differentiated from them, and 
something they were able to acknowledge as being the same as the 

frame of mind or mental disposition they had experienced when in 
the company of Jesus.  The writer of Luke was struggling to make 
this reality something other than the disciples and used physical or 
body images like “hands and feet…flesh and bones…and eating” to 
accomplish his purpose. 

In wondering why the writer of Luke’s Gospel went to such 
lengths, it came to me that what the writer was striving to address 
was the reductionistic idea that the resurrection was basically and 
essentially the appearance of memories in the minds of the 
disciples.  The writer was saying that the resurrection referred to 
something that was separate from the disciples, something that 
actively impacted and engaged the disciples in the same way they 
had been impacted and engaged when Jesus was alive, and that this 
reality is alive and well in the present.  Earlier in Luke’s Gospel, and 
in the other Gospels as well, the tomb where Jesus was placed is 
empty.  The word translated as “tomb” is a Greek word meaning “a 
remembrance or memory.” The tomb is always empty, and I believe 
the message is that what was alive in the person of Jesus is a reality 
that cannot be confined to a memory but is a reality that exists 
independent of memory.  Jesus can be remembered; however, 
what animated Jesus is present to us as more than a memory and is 
more engaging and confrontational than a memory. 

The way what resurrected engages us is by “opening [our] 
minds to understand the scriptures.” In other words, God is 
constantly helping us perceive the operation in our daily lives of the 
work God does.  The word translated into English as “mind” is a 
Greek word referring to the intellect, but it involves more than 
reason and intelligence, it includes intuition as well; it is meant to 
encompass meaning and understanding.  The word translated into 
English as “understand” is a Greek word meaning “to put together, 
i.e.  (mentally) to comprehend.” “Comprehend” means “to take in 
the meaning, nature, or importance of” something.  God encounters 
us by moving us to “grasp” intimately and personally how God is 
involved with us.  To be more specific, God is always offering 
“sensations and impressions” for us to experience and consider, 
feelings and thoughts and perceptions, especially ones that distress 
us since they make us uncomfortable because we were taught we 



should not be having them (suffer – to have sensations and 
impressions, usually painful).  These will register briefly in our 
awareness, and then we will erase them from our awareness.  They 
will then “rise [stand up]” again for our further consideration.  God 
motivates us to notice this return and to pay attention to what has 
returned in an effort to comprehend it [“to take in the meaning, 
nature, or importance of” it].  When we remember that the 
thoughts and feelings God proposes for our consideration are 
generally things that we were taught not to think or feel, we will 
understand why we need to learn to feel the uneasiness that comes 
to us as we consider these thoughts and feelings [this is the idea 
conveyed by the word “compunction” which is the meaning of the 
Greek word translated as “repentance”].  Living in and with this 
uneasiness is possible if “forgiveness” is offered us, forgiveness for 
the “sin” of having thoughts and feelings we should not be having 
[forgiveness in Greek is “freedom” from being judged, which comes 
in the form of being aware of being judged which brings us distance 
from the judgement].  “Repentance” and “forgiveness of sins” are 
what make it possible for us to pay attention to what God offers 
for our consideration.  They allow us to think differently about what 
we are feeling and thinking, and to think differently with what we 
are feeling and thinking.  We are asked to be open to these as a 
way of cooperating with the work God does, and also to preach or 
proclaim these to others so they can participate in what God offers 
them. 

God encounters us as that which 1) introduces thoughts, 
feelings and perceptions to our awareness, especially ones we 
ought not to have; and then as that which 2) stimulates and 
motivates our mind [intellect and intuition] in order to 
comprehend [assemble/put together] the meaning, nature and 
importance of these thoughts, feelings and perceptions, especially 
when they make us uncomfortable because they do not seem to fit 
with who we believe we are and think we should be.  To facilitate 
this, God offers us forgiveness [awareness of and distance from 
being judged] so that we can abide and learn from the uneasiness 
which comes to us as we consider thought and feelings we were 

taught not to have.  This is how God brings us the fullness of our 
own human life, in the present, while we are breathing. 

[Jim Robie, 4-13-18, Third of Easter, Cycle B, Luke 24:36b-48] 

 


